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of court without a hearing. When he had recovered
from his shock he might perceive that he was per-
fectly at liberty to retain his former belief that the
coal-fields were designed to be used by man; only
his previous notion of the way in which that design
was carried out had to be amended.

Take now another phenomenon. Some years ago
a new star, or at least a star which, if it existed before,
had been quite inconspicuous, burst out in the con-
stellation of the Northern Crown, and after remaining
bright for some time gradually faded away. Now,
what are we to think of this event ? We cannot get
at the star to examine it as we can a piece of coal.
We cannot, accordingly, have quite the same evi-
dence that the conflagration, whatever may have
been its nature, was brought about by natural
causes. Shall we suppose that it was the destruc-
tion of a world, brought about by supernatural
agency ? Perhaps the grandeur of the scale which
our knowledge on the enormous distances of the
fixed stars obliges us to attribute to the phenomenon
might dispose the minds of some to entertain such a
view. But I think there is no doubt what answer
scientific men, however firm their theism might be,
would be disposed to give as to the alternative they
would adopt. Though we do not actually know what
occasioned the outbreak, yet the phenomena are so
closely akin to what we are able to refer to natural